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Welcome Back Melton SS!

I would firstly like to extend a warm 2022 welcome to all of our new and returning students.
It has been wonderful to see smiling faces and laughter fill our classrooms once again. |
hope those that enjoyed their summer holiday had lots of fun and are glad to be returning
to what | hope will be a much less interrupted school year. We look forward to hearing all
about your adventures!

To our new students, | hope that | get to know you a little better over the coming weeks and
look forward to watching you thrive in our all-inclusive and supportive school environment,
we are so excited to have you join us and look forward to the amazing contributions that
you will make, elevating our school and our school values further still.

I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the parents of our incredible new
preppies. You have chosen to entrust us with the care and education of your remarkable
little ones, and we look forward to embarking on this wonderful new chapter with you.

To all parents, please know that we value your input and are always here should you have
any questions.

Newsletter

Our Newsletter needs a name! We will be launching a competition to all students over the
coming weeks to find a catchy and worthy title for our publication, details of how you can
enter will be released shortly.

Our newsletter is published every fortnight and it's your ‘go to’ to find all the important
information regarding MSS news.

In the interest of looking after our environment and reducing our carbon footprint Melton
SS took the decision last year to only issue a digital copy which can be found on Compass,
Facebook, Seesaw, and our school website.

| look forward to sharing with you many exciting and positive stories about our students
and community over the course of this year.

Compass Communication

As mentioned above, one of our main platforms for communication is Compass - please
ensure you have access to this app. If you require support with the Compass set up, please
feel free to contact the school and we can provide you with some guidance.

New Staff Members
This year we welcome:

New Teaching Staff:
Meena (P5), Laura (P8), Hamida (P15), Sam (S3) and Naomi (S5)

New Teacher Aides:
Zoe (P1-P4), Vani (P12), Yousra (P15), Renu (P17), Jaspinderjit (TR), Queena (56) and Jade
(SS)



New Allied Health:
Chloe (Music Therapist), Lily (AH Assistant) and Ashleigh (Nurse)

Sub Schools & Support
This year the Sub Schools have changed as have the leaders assigned to the Sub Schools:

P1-P10 Sub School 1 Leader - Craig Thompson
P11-P20 Sub School 2 Leader - Phil Nolan
S1-59 Sub School 3 Leader - Elizabeth Smith
S10-S12 Sub School 4 Leader - Megan Oldfield
ILC/REP/TR Sub School 5 Leader - Kristy Hallam
Assistant Principal Primary Alice Harris

Assistant Principal Secondary Tegan Aquilina

Note: Your child’s class name can be found on Compass to the right of your child’s name at the top of the page.
Please don't hesitate to contact your sub school leaders for extra support.
Parent Drop off & Pick up

Please remember not to line up and double park outside Gate 1. We understand that at times this is frustrating and
you may have to do a loop - this is why we ask that parents and carers do not arrive before 8.55 a.m.

If you miss the school bus please drop your child off through the loop in Gate 1 after 9.00 a.m.

We also have additional parking complications caused by the current phase of building works, please note that Gate
4 is not available for student drop off or pick up other than for the REP kids.

Covid Safety
If a student or staff memberisidentified as a positive case, | will notify you through a Compass post (where applicable).

When a student or staff member has (or multiple students or staff members) have returned a positive COVID-19 test
result and had attended the school. | will let you know:

. Dates of attendance of the positive case
. Affected group/cohort/year levels
. Any relevant extracurricular activities including the bus

Rapid Antigen Tests
Rapid antigen testing helps students and staff to safely return to school and ensure positive cases are identified as
quickly as possible.

Free RATs were sent home with all students and staff at the start of this term. Students will receive their packs each
Monday.

In a specialist school, testing each school day for five days is strongly recommended. This is to provide a higher level
of surveillance for students with disabilities because of the greater risk associated with COVID-19 for some students
with disabilities.

School staff will not be checking whether young people or parents have used a rapid test and there is no requirement
to report a negative result.

If your child does test positive, please call Alisha in the Admin Office or email me directly
brooke.briody@education.vic.gov.au



COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic
We have been advised that Taylors Hill Medical Centre will be available to run a paediatric Pfizer vaccination clinic at
Melton Specialist School between 3.00 p.m. and 5.00 p.m. on Monday 14 February 2022.

The clinic is open to MSS students, but also extends to siblings. If you would like your children to access the
vaccination clinic or you yourself are eligible to receive a booster, please return the letter that was sent out this week
to indicate the number of attendees from your family.

School Council — Elections held in March
We are actively seeking new members for our School Council. The School Council is a great opportunity to be
involved in the governance, policy making and decision making of the school.

Our School Council comprises of 10 members - 3 staff, 6 parents and 1 member from the community. In the next
week, forms will be available at the office for nominations.

We generally meet once a month for about 1 %2 hours, if you are interested, please feel free to give me a call for more
information.

School councils play a key role in Victorian government schools. The school council supports the principal to provide
the best possible educational outcomes for students, and have three main responsibilities:

. Finance
Overseeing the development of the school’s annual budget and ensuring proper records are kept of the
school’s financial operation.

. Strategic Planning
Participating in the development and monitoring of the school strategic plan.

. Policy Development & Review
Developing, reviewing and updating policies that reflect school values and support the school’s broad

direction outlined in its strategic plan.

Other key functions of school councils include:

. raising funds for school-related purposes

. maintaining school grounds and facilities

. entering into contracts

. reporting annually to the school community and the Department
. representing and taking the views of the community into account

Mobile phone policy

Just a reminder of the Department of Education Victoria’s Mobile Phones at School Policy. This policy states all
phones are to be locked away and not accessed during lunch or break times. We have made exemptions for students
involved in community access or travel training programs.

Additionally, Bluetooth speakers are not permitted at school, if brought to school they will also need to be locked
away.

Please note that students bringing personal devices such as watches and tablets do so at their own risk. The school
does not take responsibility for these items and the data needs to be switched off during school hours.



PBS News

To start the PBS year we will be handing out Gotcha Tokens and vouchers to each classroom next week. The
classroom teams will be collecting them and allocate rewards for spending. Currently our Gotcha Shop is CLOSED
but it will be moving to an exciting and BIGGER space for Term Two!

So as a reminder our school values are Be Safe, Be Responsible, Be Respectful. We will also be introducing some
BULLYING PREVENTION strategies very soon and recognising “Bullying No Way’ Day on March 18th.

Annual Privacy Reminder for 2022
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.

Please take time to remind yourself of our school’s collection notice, found on our website https://meltonss.vic.edu.
au/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/PRIMARY-Privacy-Collection-Statement.pdf

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents. This information is
also available in ten community languages:

. Amharic

. Arabic

. Dari

. Gujarati

. Mandarin

. Somali

. Sudanese

. Turkish

. Urdu

. Viethamese

Once again, | welcome you all to the new school year and look forward to the exciting things that we will accomplish
together.

Brooke Briody
Principal









Welcome back everyone!

Kids Helpline
1800 551800

RUstillOK - oth of every month
A time to check in with yourself and

Headspace others.
Melton

03 8005 5600

National Day Against Bullying - 18th of
Youth Services & March
03 97475373 \ Encourage Kindness by promoting
Melton inclusion, respect and community

Specialist School |l belonging.
03 9743 49606

Student Engagement Team

A warm Jayden
welcome to Jess Brede Davis Bauermeister

our new Music Therapist  School Youth
Music Therapist

Jackie Smith
Social Worker
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UPDATE FAMILY DETAILS

It is important that the school always has your current contact details
including address and telephone number and up to date emergency
contact numbers. To notify of any recent changes, please either
contact the school office on 9743 4966, update via the compass app
or write a note in your child’s diary.

CSEF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

MSS families who already claimed CSEF in the past year do not need to complete an
application form this year. If you are a new family to our school, or have not claimed
before please find further information on page 9. The form to complete is on pages 10
and 11. If you are unsure, please contact Tori in the Admin Office. We will be in contact
with any families that apply who do not meet required criteria.

UNIFORM SHOP

The uniform shop will run by appointment only until otherwise advised. If you are requiring
uniform please call the office on 9743 4966 to make a time.

Due to restrictions, students will be unable to try on uniform items, however feel free to
bring in a personal clothing item to help compare sizes.

We also are unable to exchange items for different sizes after purchase. We apologise for
any inconvenience.

Preferred payment is Bank Transfer or we can accept correct Cash - we do not have change.
A copy of the uniform order form is available on our website for you to calculate your total.
Go to our website> Enrolment> Uniform Order Form

CHECK OUT OUR SCHOOL FACEBOOK PAGE!

Remember to “like” Melton Specialist School on
Facebook to stay up to date on the latest news and
activities. You can also download the school newsletter
tosee what is coming up on the school calendar.




